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thing more than a good lawyer. Instead he accepted
the challenge, and so set his feet upon the first rungs of
the ladder leading to world-wide fame.

As it happened, this first political contest promised a
fight after his own heart. For thirty-two years Duchess
County had returned a Republican to the New York
Senate, and there seemed no reason why,the electors
should suddenly change their minds, except one. That
one was Franklin Roosevelt himself. The very odds
against him strengthened his determination to win, and
in order to get in touch with the electors in every part
of the county, he hired a motor car and spent his days
touring the constituency. Like many motor cars in
those days it was not a good car, and was continually
breaking down, but instead of letting this trouble him,
Roosevelt turned it to his advantage. When the car
stopped, a crowd of country-folk would almost always
gather round to stare at the unusual sight, and while
the driver was making repairs, Roosevelt occupied his
time by delivering a speech, and very soon the derisive
grins which had greeted his mishap would be turned into
hearty, good-natured laughter. Then, when the repairs
had been completed, Roosevelt shook hands with every-
one present, one of his companions produced and
waved an American flag, and to the accompaniment
of friendly farewells, the car and its occupants would
rattle off to their next destination or next breakdown,
whichever came first.

This was electioneering such as Duchess County had
never seen before, and it completely knocked the wind
out of the Republican sails. Wet and fine, Roosevelt